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Root climbers. Many climbers adhere to a support by means
of numerous small roots which develop from the stem (Fig. 217).

Scramblers. Climbers of the scrambler type are not so defi-
nitely fastened to their support as are those of the other types.
They are held up more loosely by means of thorns (Fig. 199) or
hooks (Fig. 200). Climbing roses and raspberries are examples
of thorn scramblers. Hooks are more advantageous than thorns,
as they have a greater tendency to keep a plant from slipping

FIG. 201. Stems of Euphorbia tiruealli specialized for photosynthesis and
water storage. ( X $)
backward. The thorns or hooks may be stem (Figs. 199, 200) or
leaf structures. Rattans are excellent examples of scramblers
with hooks on the leaves (Fig. 95).
Photosynthesis (leaf function). The young stems of green
plants contain chlorophyll and carry on photosynthesis to some
extent, and herbaceous stems continue to perform this function as
long as they live. All green stems, therefore, perform to some ex-
tent the function which is the primary one of the leaf. In addition,
numerous stems are specialized for photosynthesis and take the
place of leaves in the manufacture of sugar. This is the case with
the so-called asparagus fern and numerous sedges. Some stems
which are specialized for photosynthesis are round (Figs. 81. 201.